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The Art of Venetian Plaster

The use of fine Italian lime-based plaster, or stucco over stone substrates was prevalent from the earliest times in Greece, Sicily, and Italy.

Italian, or Venetian Plaster, is a natural mineral wall finish, composed of marble dust, slaked lime and water.

It can be processed to achieve different looks.  Some Venetian plasters have a matt finish, and others have a polished finish much like marble.

Two elements distinguish Italian Plaster from the common domestic lime based plaster. For one, the limestone found in Italy is the purest in the world.  The purer the limestone, the finer the quality of plaster with incomparable properties of continued hardening, thus, longer life.  The other factor that contributes to the quality of Italian plaster is the process of slaking the limestone.  The Immersion method of slaking limestone is the best process for rich, pure limes.  They gain strength under water.  The secret to the Roman’s method of slaking was the slow and thorough slaking and maturing of the limestone, like fine wine.
Grassello

Grassello is a beautiful natural lime-based plaster. Grassello uses special quality lime flour that has been carefully processed to guarantee purity. Grassello offers sheen and color mottling that is far superior to traditional Marmorino.
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Marmorino

	


	A natural lime-based plaster with a smooth marble-like effect, typical of Italian products based on lime. 


	It is applied by hand using a stainless steel trowel, and can be applied directly over prepared drywall or traditional lath and plaster systems. 
	




	


	Using the finest limes and calibrated marble dust, we offer our customers a material that is second to none. 


	Marmorino is produced with either satin or polished finish. 
	




Bergamo

	Installed over prepared drywall, Bergamo Interior creates beautiful limestone effects. When requested, we apply micro-thin coatings over Bergamo Interior to increase color variation and depth. 
	




	


	We have introduced natural bee's wax to create sheen and patina to this normally smooth stone plaster. 


	Bergamo Interior is the most versatile plaster for smooth rustic applications. 
	




Material and support furnished by Area Code, San Francisco, California.

                                   [image: image9.wmf]                                                                                         [image: image10.wmf]                                                                                           [image: image11.wmf]

[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf][image: image11.wmf]